Hanover High School Band Boosters Policy on Student Trip and Marching Band Fees

Background

Marching band is truly a group enterprise.  Marching drills are custom-written for the band, and take into account the movements of each individual participant.  The band director must let the drill writer know exactly how many people are in the band, and what instruments they play.  Once the drill is written it is very difficult to change it if anyone decides to drop out.  

Band trips are costly, and require advance payment to the trip organizers.  Costs depend on how many people participate in the trip.  Once we have paid money to the trip organizer we cannot get it back.  If people drop out, the rate per person may increase and it is not fair to the remaining students or to the Band Booster organization to cover the increased charges resulting from drop-outs.

Policy

Marching band fees:  Marching band participation fees are not refundable.  However, where a student must forego participation because of his or her own medical condition that makes participation impossible, fees already paid will be put into the student’s band account, and may be carried over until the following year.  The student will be required to furnish a statement signed by a physician stating the type and duration of the disability. 

Trip fees:  Trip fees are not refundable, and they must be paid in a timely manner.  Once the Band Boosters have made payments to the trip organizer, student payments will not be refunded to the student for any reason.  If a student fails to make two consecutive trip payments in a timely manner, he or she may be excluded from the trip.  Students will not be allowed to board a trip bus unless their trip fees have been paid in full.  In addition, band fees must also be paid in full prior to being allowed to travel on a band trip. 
Other costs:  If a student drops out of marching band for any reason, advance payments for items such as shoes, gloves, and pizza may be refunded to the student’s marching band account so long as the items paid for have not already been purchased.  For example, if a student pays for shoes and the shoes have not been purchased yet, that money may be refunded into his or her band account.  If the shoes have already been purchased, then the student will get the shoes and will not receive a refund.

If you have questions or concerns about the financial status of your son’s or daughter’s account, please contact the band booster treasurer, Ann Santucci (annsantucci@verizon.net).

Please feel free to address financial hardships and concerns with either Mrs.Birdsong or Mrs. Santucci.  
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